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Dear Friends,

On this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, we extend our arms to welcome all of you to our WCBA 
family. We receive you with sincere greetings and warmest feelings. 

The Worcester County Bengali Association (WCBA) is a vibrant, close-knit community rooted in 
tradition, culture, and togetherness. Our journey began during the 90s, when a small group of 
Bengali families in the Worcester area came together for simple weekend gatherings. What started 
as a shared desire for connection soon blossomed into an enduring bond, strengthened by the 
successful organization of our first Saraswati Puja in 1989.

 

As more families joined, our community steadily grewτtransforming from informal meetups into a 
dedicated cultural association. In 2001, we proudly hosted our first Durga Puja, marking a major 
milestone in ²/.!Ωǎ evolution. Since then, we've expanded our reach, welcoming more families 
and organizing a variety of cultural, religious, and charitable events throughout the year.

 

Today, WCBA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit cultural organization, dedicated to preserving the 
rich heritage of Bengal while fostering a warm, inclusive environment for all. Our nonprofit status 
enables us to further our mission through community engagement, charitable initiatives, and 
cultural programming that brings people together.

 

From vibrant celebrations like Durga Puja, Saraswati Puja, and our beloved Ananda Mela, cultural 
performances, and community service - ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ something for everyone at WCBA. Whether you're 
reconnecting with your roots or experiencing Bengali culture for the first time, we welcome you 
with open arms. Join us in celebrating heritage, building lifelong connections, and creating 
memories that span generations.

Sincerely;
The Organizers of WCBA



Saturday September 27
th

10:00 AM ð 12:00 PM

12:00 PM ð 01:30 PM

01:30 PM ð 02:00 PM

02:00 PM ð 03:30 PM

04:30 PM ð 04:45 PM

04:50 PM ð 05:45 PM

05:45 PM ð 06:00 PM

06:15 PM ð 06:45 PM

06:45 PM ð 07:00 PM

07:00 PM ð 07:30 PM

07:30 PM ð 09:00 PM

09:00 PM ð 10:30 PM

Sunday September 28
th

01:00 PM ð 02:30 PM

02:30 PM ð 03:00 PM

03:00 PM ð 04:00 PM

05:00 PM ð 06:00 PM

06:00 PM ð 07:30 PM  

Program

Puja 

Pushpanjali

Prasad

Lunch

Udbodhoni  Shongeet

Chhotoder Bangla Natok ð Balti Brittanto

Sandhya Arati

Abhisarika

Dancing Durgas  & Dhunuchi  Dance

Solo Performance By Ria Dey

Dinner

Boroder  Bengali Natok ð Solution X

Puja

Anjali & Prasad

Lunch

Baran & Sindoor  Khela

Feature Artist ð Kinjal Chatterjee  



We Love You

Raktim / Raktim Da

Thank You from WCBA



This is my story

So we got married. My husband came back to America. It  was decided that  
my visa will be processed from Bombay. So, I stayed back in Bombay for  
close to three months. Anyway, one evening there were guests over for  
dinner at  my in-z]µï« house. After  dinner my mother-in law wanted to 
serve mangoes. She asked me to go to the kitchen and cut some mangoes.

Walking into  the kitchen looking at  that  rustic primitive cutting  device, 
called îbontiï my heart sank. I was familiar  with îbontiï but never used one.
I sat on the ground secured myself to use the bonti  so it  does not move, got 
ready to cut when all  of a sudden, my mother-in-law showed up made an 
exclamationÓ.. what are you doingÓwhat are you doing Ó Tumi ki korcho, 
tumi ki korcho!!!

I looked up bewilderedÓ perplexed.. in her excitement she said Ó I asked you 
to cut mangoes, you are cutting  îI!I!X!ï.

I was embarrassed to the core. To save my back I said in Delhi (where I 
came from) mangoes come in large sizes.

Mamoni soon got over it . She ever had fun sharing this with her associates. 
She said we like her innocence.

While she got over it  I did not. I realizedÓnow that  I am married Ó.I have a 
lot  to learn. be it  the use of that  rustic primitive chopping device, called 
îbontiï or not mistaking papaya for  a mangoÓÓ

Slowly it  dawned on me that  the Ó.kitchen department î6Mï a
WHOLE NEW WORLDÓ..

Written by Neeta Nath

Embarrassing encounter with my mother-in-law!



Heartiest congratulations to WCBA for celebrating 25 years of Durga Puja!

Shubho Bijoya to WCBA Family & Friends 

Satya, Sheema, Abiskar and Alingon

Thank You from WCBA



Thank You from WCBA

Heartfelt thanks to WCBA and all of you for giving us this opportunity to celebrate 

Durga Puja with our extended family of Worcester Bengali Community. May Maa 

Durga bless all of you with joy, peace, and prosperity. Happy Durga Puja.

Rupsa, Rito, Rhine, & Kuhu



Thank You from WCBA

As a proud donor and member, we extend our heartfelt greetings to the Worcester County Bengali 

Association (WCBA) on this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja!

May Maa Durga bless the community with joy, harmony, and prosperity, and may this celebration 

continue to unite us in culture and devotion year after year!

 Wishing everyone a blessed Puja and a joyful Bijoya! 

Debarchana, Amlan & Aranno

ENTEGRIS INC.
129 Concord Rd, Billerica, MA



Shubho Sharodiya!! 

May Maa Durga bless you all with joy and harmony!

Anupama, Soumen, Shivangi and Aayushi

Thank You from WCBA



From our family to yours, may Maa Durga bless your home 

with peace, prosperity, and endless happiness this Durga Puja!

Bishakha, Surojit, Shreya & Siyona

Thank You from WCBA



Wishing you and your loved ones joy, prosperity, and good health this festive season

Subho Durga Pujo!

Sanchari, Rahul, Rishita and Saniya

Sending loving wishes and warm regards to our beloved WCBA Family on this special 

occasion of our milestone 25th year celebration!

Rita, Pradip, Ipshita & Steven

Thank You from WCBA



Happy Durga Puja! 

Wishing you lots of Joy, good vibes, and festive fun with your loved ones!

Sucharita, Debu and Adipto

Wishing you a joyful and 

blessed Durga Puja!

With love

Luna, Surojit, 

Neelasha & Aakash 

Thank You from WCBA



With warm regards from

Amrita, Anirban, 

Arjun & Anshuk

With Deepest Love To 

All Happy Durga Puja!

Ruby & Kiriti

Thank You from WCBA



WCBA Khichudi Bhog Recipe

Over the last few years, there have been many inquiries (and a few persistent pleas) about the elusive recipe 
of our much-loved WCBA Khichuri Bhog. This ultimate comfort food has become one of the highlights of our 
Durga Pujo celebrations. So, on the occasion of the 25th WCBA Durga Pujo, it seems only appropriate to 
finally reveal the closely guarded secrets that make it so special. But fair warning: this recipe requires more 
than what's written on paper. The WCBA Khichuri Bhog is a creation where community, tradition, and love 
are the most essential components.

I vividly remember the crisp morning, several years ago, when I first heard the process from our beloved 
Raktim da and Avirup da. More than cooking techniques, I learnt the essence of what makes this dish 
specialçthat the secret ingredient was about the joy of bringing people together around food made with 
care. Taking on this responsibility, I realized I was inheriting not just a recipe, but a legacy.

The True Recipe:
Ingredient 1: Prastuti and Teamwork
The process begins the day before, with Anupama purchasing every necessary ingredients and ensuring 
delivery to the kitchen. This thoughtful preparation mirrors how our organization functions æ with members 
stepping up to handle the details that make everything possible.

Ingredient 2: Shokaler Drive
At 7:30am sharp, the carpool with Samik da and Debasis sets the toneçour casual banter and laughter 
warming us up for the busy hours ahead. These moments of connection are as vital as any spice. The kitchen 
opens at 8:30am.

Ingredient 3: Coffee aar Adda
Soon Robin da, Amit da, and Amlan arrive with coffee, joining the growing kitchen brigade. As we organize 
ingredients in synchronized rhythm, each person brings their own flavorçquite literally in Sheema di's case, 
whose freshly made garam masala and jeera guro elevate the khichuri from good to extraordinary. These 
aren't ingredients you can buy; they're crafted with care and shared as gifts of love.

Ingredient 4: Prothom Pot
By 9am, the first pot is underway æ the one destined for bhog, made with extra care and less spice for 
children. This pot carries the weight of tradition, connecting us to generations of Bengali families making 
similar preparations all around the world.

Ingredient 5: Jomeche Community
Three more pots follow in sequence. With Abhijit da, Jayanta and Sujay joining in, the kitchen becomes a 
hub of activity, stories, and shared joy. Conversations flow as freely as the steam from our cooking, and I 
realize we're preparing not just a meal, but a celebration of who we are together.
As I stir the final pot of khichuri, made extra spicy with the brave kitchen team in mind, I recognize this 
dish is incomplete without its perfect accompaniments æ crispy hot beguni, crunchy papad, comforting 
labra, tangy chutney, and sweet mishti doi æ just as our celebration needs every member, tradition and 
shared moments to create the complete experience.

The secret to our khichuri isn't written in any cookbook. It lives in the early morning adda, the shared 
laughter, the willing hands, and the fellowship that makes every Durga Pujo feel like home, no matter how 
far we are from our desh. So, while the recipe is now public, there's only one place to truly experience this 
recipe in all its glory. Come join us at our Durga Pujo celebrationçbecause that's where you'll find all the 
necessary ingredients gathered in perfect harmony for the authentic WCBA Khichuri Bhog experience.

Written By Rahul Mitra





Artist: Saniya Mitra



Artist: Soumili Dey



Artist: Riyanshi Sengupta


