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Dear Friends,

On this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, we extend our arms to welcome all of you to our WCBA
family. We receive you with sincere greetings and warmest feelings.

The Worcester County Bengali Association (WCBA) is a vibrant, close-knit community rooted in
tradition, culture, and togetherness. Our journey began during the 90s, when a small group of
Bengali families in the Worcester area came together for simple weekend gatherings. What started
as a shared desire for connection soon blossomed into an enduring bond, strengthened by the
successful organization of our first Saraswati Puja in 1989.

As more families joined, our community steadily grew—transforming from informal meetups into a
dedicated cultural association. In 2001, we proudly hosted our first Durga Puja, marking a major
milestone in WCBA’s evolution. Since then, we've expanded our reach, welcoming more families
and organizing a variety of cultural, religious, and charitable events throughout the year.

Today, WCBA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit cultural organization, dedicated to preserving the
rich heritage of Bengal while fostering a warm, inclusive environment for all. Our nonprofit status
enables us to further our mission through community engagement, charitable initiatives, and
cultural programming that brings people together.

From vibrant celebrations like Durga Puja, Saraswati Puja, and our beloved Ananda Mela, cultural
performances, and community service - there’s something for everyone at WCBA. Whether you're
reconnecting with your roots or experiencing Bengali culture for the first time, we welcome you
with open arms. Join us in celebrating heritage, building lifelong connections, and creating
memories that span generations.

Sincerely;
The Organizers of WCBA
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Saturday September 27th

10:00 AM -12:00 PM
12:00 PM - 01:30 PM
01:30 PM - 02:00 PM
02:00 PM - 03:30 PM
04:30 PM - 04:45 PM
04:50 PM - 05:45 PM
05:45 PM - 06:00 PM
06:15 PM - 06:45 PM
06:45 PM - 07:00 PM
07:00 PM - 07:30 PM
07:30 PM - 09:00 PM

09:00 PM - 10:30 PM

Puja
Pushpanjali
Prasad
Lunch

Udbodhoni Shongeet

Chhotoder Bangla Natok - Balti Brittanto
Sandhya Arati

Abhisarika

Dancing Durgas & Dhunuchi Dance

Solo Performance By Ria Dey

Dinner

Boroder Bengali Natok - Solution X

Sunday September 28t

01:00 PM - 02:30 PM
02:30 PM - 03:00 PM
03:00 PM - 04:00 PM
05:00 PM - 06:00 PM

06:00 PM - 07:30 PM

Puja

Anjali & Prasad

Lunch

Baran & Sindoor Khela

Feature Artist - Kinjal Chatterjee
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We Love You
Raktim / Raktim Da



is my story Written by Neeta Nath

got married. My husband came back to America. It was decided that
will be processed from Bombay. So, I stayed back in Bombay for
three months. Anyway, one evening there were guests over for
t my in-law's house. After dinner my mother-in law wanted to
oes. She asked me to go to the kitchen and cut some mangoes.

o the kitchen looking at that rustic primitive cutting device,
' my heart sank. | was familiar with ‘bonti’ but never used one.
round secured mjself to use the bonti so it does not move, got
hen all of a sudden, my mother-in-law showed up made an
what are you doing..what are you doing ... Tumi ki korchuo,

red... perlolexeo{.. in her excitement she said ... | asked you
dre Cu‘t‘ting ‘PAPAYA'.

the core. To save my back I said in Delhi (where |
ome in large sizes.

. She ever had fun sharing this with her associates.

ence.
ot. | realized...now that | am married ....I have a
f that rustic primitive chopping device, called

ya for a mango......

e ...kitchen department ‘15’ a




Heartiest congratulations to WCBA for celebrating
Shubho Bijoya to WCBA Family §

Satya, Sheema, Abiskar
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Heartfelt thanks to WCBA and all of you for giving us this opportunity to celebrate
Durga Puja with our extended family of Worcester Bengali Community. May Maa

Durga bless all of you with joy, peace, and prosperity. Happy Durga Puja.

Rupsa, Rito, Rhine, & Kuhu
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Thank You from WCBA
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Thank You from WCBA

Shubho Sharodiya!!

May Maa Durga bless you all with joy and harmony!

Anupama, Soumen, Shivangi and Aayushi



rga bless your home

iness this Durga Puja!

& Siyona




Thank You from WCBA

Sending loving wis/h "regures’r 0?1
Wlles
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Wishing you a joyful and

blessed Durga Puja!

With love

Luna, Surojit,
Neelasha & Aakash




With Deepest Love To

All Happy Durga Puja!




WCBA Khichudi Bhog Recipe

Over the last few years, there have been mdny inquiries (and a few persistent pleas) about the elusive recipe
of our much-loved WCBA Khichuri Bhog. This ultimate comfort food has become one of the highlights of our
Durga Pujo celebrations. So, on the occasion of the 25th WCBA Durga Pyjo, it seems only appropriate to
finally reveal the closely quarded secrets that make it so special. But fair warning: this recipe requires more
than what's written on paper. The WCBA Khichuri Bhog is o creation where community, tradition, and love
are the most essential components.

I vividly remember the crisp morning, several yedrs aqo, when I first heard the process from our beloved
Raktim da and Avirup da. More than cooking techniques, I learnt the essence of what makes this dish
specidl—that the secret ingredient was about the joy of bringing people together around food made with

cdvre. Tolking on this res'oonsibilitj, | redlized | was inheri‘ting not just a recipe, but a lego\cg.

The True Recipe:

Ingredient 1: Prastuti and Teamwork

The process begins the do\y before, with Anupama purckasing every necessary ingreo(ien’cs and ensuring
delivery to the kitchen. This thoughtful preparation mirrors how our organization functions - with members

stepping up to handle the details that make everything possible.

Ingredient 2: Shokaler Drive

At 7:30am sharp, the carpool with Samik da and Debasis sets the tone—our casual banter and laughter
warming us up for the busy hours dhead. These moments of connection are as vital as any spice. The kitchen
opens at 8:30am.

Ingredient 3: Coffee aar Adda

Soon Robin da, Amit da, and Amlan drrive with coffee, joining the growing kitchen brigade. As we organize
ingredients in synchronized rhythm, edach person brings their own flavor—quite literally in Sheema di's case,
whose freshly made gardm masala and jeera guro elevate the khichuri from good to extraordinary. These
aren't ingredients you can buy; they've crafted with care and shared as gifts of love.

Ingredient 4: Prothom Pot

By 9am, the first pot is underway - the one destined for bhog, made with extra care and less spice for
children. This pot carries the weight of tradition, connecting us to generations of Bengali families making
similar preparations all around the world.

Ingredient 5: Jomeche Community

Three more pots follow in sequence. With Abhijit da, Jayanta and Sujay joining in, the kitchen becomes a
hub of activity, stories, and shared joy. Conversations flow as freely ds the steam from our cooking, and |
redlize we've preparing not just a meal, but a celebration of who we dre together.

As 1| stir the final pot of khichuri, made extra spicy with the brave kitchen team in mind, I recognize this
dish is incomplete without its perfect accompaniments - crispy hot beguni, crunchy papad, comforting
labra, tangy chutney, and sweet mishti doi - just as our celebration needs every member, tradition and
shared moments to create the complete experience.

The secret to our khichuri isn't written in any cookbook. It lives in the early morning adda, the shared
laughter, the willing hands, and the fellowship that makes every Durga Pujo feel like home, no matter how
far we are from our desh. So, while the recipe is now public, there's only one place to truly experience this
recipe in all its glory. Come join us at our Durga Pujo celebration—because that's where you'll find all the
necessary ingredients gathered in perfect harmony for the authentic WCBA Khichuri Bhog experience.

Written By Rahul Mitra



Durga Puja - My Way

Akash Bhattacharjee

To be honest, at first, | didn't really care much about festivals like Durga Puja. | mean, |
knew it was important to my parents, but to me, it just felt like something grown-ups
did. Wear Indian clothes, sit through long prayers, eat some food. That was it.

But as | got older, | started to see it differently.

Lately, whenever | am going to Durga Puja at WCBA where we have been going every
year, | feel like it is not forced. | actually want to go. | am seeing how much effort
everyone is putting in. People are decorating the space , making food organizing
dances. And | realized that it didn't feel like just a “cultural thing! It felt peaceful. |
understood

It reminded me of my grandparents in India, how my grandmother used to tell me
stories about Ma Durga. It made me feel connected. Even though | live in a different
country now, this part of me hasn't gone away.

But | also think this has to come naturally. You can’t force someone to feel it. I've seen
kids being pushed to perform on stage, or sit through long pujas when they clearly
don’t want to. That's not the point. Festivals like Durga Puja should be about joy, peace,
and meaning, not pressure .

For me, Durga Puja has become a moment to pause, to remember where | come from,
and to just be part of something that brings people together. | may not understand
every prayer or follow every ritual, but | feel something—and that's enough.l enjoy being
with my friends , hanging out , doing fun stuff.

Because in the end, real connection to your culture isn't something you're told to have.
You can't force connection . It's something you grow into. when you're ready, and when
your heart is open, it will find you .

And when it happens, it stays with you, no matter where in the world you are.




Artist: Saniya Mitra




Artist: Soumili Dey
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Suhrit Ghosh

Artist
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Arjun Mukherj

Artist




Red, yellow, orange, brown,
All the leaves are falling down,
Colors scatter across the town—

A golden carpet on the ground.

We shall all say thanks today,

To the Supreme Goddess we pray,
For making this season so modest,
O Goddess Durga, mother of the
universe,

Thank You for making this scene

diverse.

Autumn 1s a time for change,

Beautiful leaves for exchange,
Children drinking apple cider,
Maa Durga, our holy rider.

By, Aayushi Das Gupta




Ritika Ray

Artist
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Artist: Aranno Chakraborty
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Serving New England with Pride Since 2012
CATERING FOR ALL EVENTS

L (508)656 9884

30 Lyman Street, Westborough, MA, www.mayurirestaurant.com
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—BEST WISHES!
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BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

I'm here to guide you through every step, ensuring

\\\"//o

a smooth and seamless transition as you begin this

WILLIAM RAVEIS ——

exciting new chapter. Let's make the process

stress-free by working together!

EDITH PALEY “70 0. ..

" l'l | 508.344.2626
REALTOR
EDITHYOURREALTOR.COM
REAL ESTATE AGENT
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Thank You from WCBA B

JACK'S GUITAR GARAGE

Northborough, MA

|

WHERE MUSICIANS COME TO GROW

ishes From
d Team
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Kay Pee Jewelers has the Largest Indian
Jewelery Collection in New England!

We carry a full range of Necklace Sets, Bangles, Mangal Suliras,
Chains, Bracelets, Pendants and Rings from All Over India.

Kay Pee Jewelers has been serving our
community since 1990. Our name is
synonymous with Trust, Quality and the
highest level of customer service.

Whether it's a wedding in the family, an
anniversary, a birthday gift, a mother's day
gift or an auspicious occasion, Kay Pee
Jewelers has something in stock for you.
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Certified Top Quality Diamonds in 18kt Gold
22kt Gold Indian Jewelery
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FALL & MATH

Classes Now Enrolling!

o=

=1 Schedule a FREE Math Evaluation!

The Russian School of Mathematics is an
award-winning, afterschool math enrichment
program for K-12 students.

RSM-Shrewshury
RS @ www.RussianSchool.com/Shrewsbury
Russian School of Mathematics ‘ (508) 925-5526

Sutapa Sengupta

Founder
she/they

- B +1(774)732-3850
@ sarikatha.sutapa@gmail.com
(@) sarikathasutapa

https://tinyurl.com/sarikathapa®



Thank You from WCBA

AARAMBHIK SCHOOL
OF DANCE

Kathak Classes

Affilioted to SAMVED Conservatory of
Ingian Classical Dance & Music

With Best Wishes From
Aarmbhik School Of Dance

With Best Compliments from

PATEL
BROTHERS

504 Boston Turnpike
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

Best Wishes From

Shrewshury, MA



Thank You from WCBA

4 PAINTING &
REMODELLING

CALLTODAY  (508) 726 - 6338
EMAILUS KGPAINTINGINC@GMAIL.COM

n SERVICE AREA We service a 20 Mile radius around
Marlborough, MA - Central
Massachusetts and Metrowest

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Our team takes pride in providing a superior experience from
start to finish. From the first conversation with the homeowner
to the final walk-through, our industry knowledge, honest
recommendations, and affordable pricing provide you peace
of mind and immaculate results.

310 Boston Turnpike Suite D
Shrewsbury, MA 015435
Phone : (508) 812-1000
Cell: (508) 216-6138
Email : BestMeatHouse @wgmail.com

Wonev) With Best Compliments from
(25w Honey Dew, Shrewsbury, MA
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With Best Wishes From
Muneeza

KELLERWILLIAMS
\/ U 774! '

INTERNATIONAL [

With Best Wishes From

HEATING OIL | PROPANE | DIESEL Devaney Energy

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

866-964-8383 devaneyenergy.com

F&S Lands & Construction Service
156 Uncatena Ave, Worcester, MA
Ph: 508-630-6894
Email: Wr09543@gmail.com

https://fandslandscapinginc.com

OUR SERVICES

v Landscaping Design & Maintenance
v Construction & Hardscaping

v Tree & Shrub Care

v Commercial & Residential Projects
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Directed by AMIT GHOSH

Cast
PRADIP GHOSH RITA GHOSH SHAMIK SENGUPTA
RUPSA CGANGOPAHDYAY ARRKRO BHATTACHARYA SUBHRAJIT BASU

SHUBHRANGSHU GANGOPADHYAY BISHAKHA BANERJEE ROY
&
SAHANA GANGOPADHYAY

ALL SAINTS CHURCH
10 Irving St, 2" Floor, Worcester, MA 01609

SEPTEMBER 27", 2025
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PRESENTS

AB HTS AR TKA

JOURNEY THROUGH RADHA KRISHNA'S LOVE STORY

BASED ON
RABINDRANATH TAGORE'S “BHANUSINGHR PADABALI”

DIRECTION & CHOREOGRAPHY - ISHANI DASGUPTA
SCRIPT & NARRATION - ARKO BHATTACHARYA

8

ISHANI SHREYA

50

DEBARCHANA KALYANI ANUPAMA

O

SHIVANGI SANCHARI RITIKA KAMALIKA

VENUE - ALL SAINTS CHURCH

10 IRVING ST, SECOND FLOOR, WORCESTER 01609
SEPTEMBER 27TH, 2025
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Dancing Durgas

Soumili Dey

Aayushi Das Gupta
Yashika Pal

Seona Guha

Sarannya Gupta
Saniya Mitra

Sahana Gangopadhyay

Dhunuchi Dance

Anirban Mukherjee
Amlan Chakraborty
Debnath Ghosh
Sujay Ganguly
Shubhro Seal
Soumen Das
Shubham Dutta
Soumitro Roy
Jayanta Chakrabarti
Rahul Mitra

Manish

Solo Performance By Ria Dey

Udhbodhoni Shongeet

Ria Dey

Arko Bhattacharya
Jayeeta Roy
Debarchana Chakraborty
Amrita Mukherijee
Anirban Mukherijee
Subraiit Basu

Ritika Ray

Debangi Bose

Totan Ganguly

Sujay Ganguly
Sanchari Mitra

Rahul Mitra

Kalyani Dey

Pampa Chakraborty
Jayanta Chakraborty
Anupama Deb Roy
Soumen Das
Bishakha Banerjee
Rupsa Gangopadhyay
Debnath Ghosh

Sreeparna Basu
Sanchari Banerjee
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PANDORA OF MUSIC TAL

FEATURE ATTRACTION



Dok UYsu! SpONSORS

Diamond Sponsors Platinum Sponsors
Neeta Nath & Family Anupama & Soumen
Sheema & Satya Bishakha & Surojit
Rupsa & Rito

Debarchana & Amlan

Business Sponsors

Mayuri Indian Cuisine
Jack's Guitar Garage
Kay Pee Jewelers

Edith Paley
GOId SPOI‘ISOI'S Russian School of Mathematics - RSM

Rita & Pradip K & G Painting & Remodeling
Sanchari & Rahul Sari Katha
Aarambhik School Of Dance
Honey Dew

Patel Brothers

Muneeza

Meat House

Devaney Energy

F&S Landscaping

Silver Sponsors
Sucharita & Debu

Ruby & Kiriti

Luna & Surojit

Amrita & Anirban

Event Sponsors

Durba Chaudhuri
Radhika Gopinath
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