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DearFriends,

Onthis auspiciousoccasiomf DurgaPuja,we extendour armsto welcomeall of youto our WCBA
family. Wereceiveyouwith sinceregreetingsand warmestfeelings

The WorcesterCounty BengaliAssociation(WCBA)is a vibrant, closeknit communityrooted in
tradition, culture, and togetherness Our journey began during the 90s, when a small group of
Bengalifamiliesin the Worcesterareacametogetherfor simpleweekendgatherings What started
as a shareddesirefor connectionsoonblossomedinto an enduringbond, strengthenedby the
successfubrganizationof our first SaraswatiPujain 1989

Asmorefamiliesjoined,our communitysteadilygrewt transformingfrom informal meetupsinto a
dedicatedcultural associationIn 2001, we proudly hostedour first Durga Puja, marking a major
milestonein 2 / . !e@odution Sincethen, we've expandedour reach, welcomingmore families
andorganizinga variety of cultural, religious,and charitableeventsthroughoutthe year.

Today,WCBAis a registered501(c)@) nonprofit cultural organization,dedicatedto preservingthe
rich heritage of Bengalwhile fosteringa warm, inclusiveenvironmentfor all. Our nonprofit status
enablesus to further our missionthrough community engagement,charitable initiatives, and
cultural programmingthat bringspeopletogether

Fromvibrant celebrationdike DurgaPuja,SaraswatiPuja,and our belovedAnandaMela, cultural
performancesand communityservice- i K S Bidg@Ringfor everyoneat WCBAWhetheryou're
reconnectingwith your roots or experiencingdengaliculture for the first time, we welcomeyou
with open arms Join us in celebrating heritage, building lifelong connections,and creating
memorieghat spangenerations

Sincerely _._2:::;;:::::;;_'_"i_‘j

TheOrganizerof WCBA




Program

Saturday September
10:00 AM 06 12:00 PM
12:00 PM 0 01:30 PM
01:30 PM 06 02:00 PM
02:00 PM 06 03:30 PM
04:30 PM 6 04:45 PM
04:50 PM 0 05:45 PM
05:45 PM 0 06:00 PM
06:15 PM 0 06:45 PM
06:45 PM 06 07:00 PM
07:00 PM 06 07:30 PM
07:30 PM 06 09:00 PM

09:00 PM 6 10:30 PM

Sunday September

01:00 PM 6 02:30 PM
02:30 PM 6 03:00 PM
03:00 PM 6 04:00 PM
05:00 PM 6 06:00 PM

06:00 PM 6 07:30 PM

27 th
Puja
Pushpanjal
Prasad
Lunch
Udbodhoni Shongeet
Chhotoder Bangla Natok o Balti Brittanto
Sandhya Arati
Abhisarika
Dancing Durgas & Dhunuchi Dance
Solo Performance By Ria Dey

Dinner

Boroder Bengali Natok o Solution X

28"

Puja

Anjali & Prasad

Lunch

Baran & Sindoor Khela

Feature Artist 0 Kinjal Chatterjee
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We Love You
Raktim / Rakti



Is my story Written by Neeta Natt
got married. My husbandcameback to America It wasdecidedthat
awill be processedrom Bombay So,| stayed back in Bombay for
three months. Anyway, one eveningthere were guestsover for

t my in-z ] phouge After dinner my mother-in law wanted to
goesSheaskedmeto goto the kitchen and cut somemangoes

the kitchen looking at that rustic primitive cutting device,
| my heart sank | wasfamiliar with bontii but neverusedone
round securedmyselfto usethe bonti soit doesnot move got
henall of a sudden,my mother-in-law showedup made an
what are you doingOwhat are you doing O Tumi ki korcho,

ered® perplexed in her excitementshesaid O | askedyou
arecutting 7 I I 1.1 X117

the core To savemy back | said in Delhi (wherel
omein large sizes

. Sheeverhad fun sharing this with her associates
ence

ot. | realizeddnowthat | am married O havea
f that rustic primitive chopping device,called
yafor a mangdO O

e Okitchen departmenti 6aMi
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Heartiest congratulations to WCB
ShubBgoya to WCBA

Satya, Sheemhbiska
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Heartfelt thanks to WCBA and all of you for giving us this
Durga Puja with our extended family of Worcester Benge
Durga bless all of you with joy, peace, and prosperity.

RupsaRito, Rhine, & Kuhu
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129 Concord Rd, Billerica, MA
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Thank You from WCBA

Shubhﬁharodlya
May Maa Durga bless you all with joy and harmon

Anupama, Soumen, Shivangi and Aay
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Thank You from WCBA
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4 Wishing you a joyful
blessed Durga Pu

With love

¥ Luna, Surojit,
'Neelash&a Aakas
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With Deepest Love

All Happy Durga P
. Ruby & Kiriti




WCBAKhichudi BhogRecipe

\¢c
Over the last few years, there have been many inquiries (and a few persistent pleas) about the elusive recipe
of our much-loved WCBA KhichuBhog This ultimate comfort food has become one of the highlights of our
DurgaPujocelebrations. So, on the occasion of the 25th WCBA Dufgajqg it seems only appropriate to
finally reveal the closely guarded secrets that make it so special. But fair warning: this recipe requires more
than what's written on paper. The WCBA KhichuBhogis a creation where community, tradition, and love
are the most essential components.

| vividly remember the crisp morning, several years ago, when | first heard the process from our beloved
Raktim da and Avirup da. More than cooking techniques, | learnt the essence of what makes this dish
speciat that the secret ingredient was about the joy of bringing people together around food made with
care. Taking on this responsibility, | realized | was inheriting not just a recipe, but a legacy.

The True Recipe:

Ingredient 1: Prastuti and Teamwork

The process begins the day before, with Anupama purchasing every necessary ingredients and ensuring
delivery to the kitchen. This thoughtful preparation mirrors how our organization functionsaewith members
stepping up to handle the details that make everything possible.

Ingredient 2: Shokaler Drive

At 7:30am sharp, the carpool with Samik da and Debasis sets the taneur casual banter and laughter

warming us up for the busy hours ahead. These moments of connection are as vital as any spice. The kitchen
opens at 8:30am.

Ingredient 3: Coffeeaar Adda

Soon Robin da, Amit da, and Amlan arrive with coffee, joining the growing kitchen brigade. As we organize
ingredients in synchronized rhythm, each person brings their own flav@rquite literally in Sheemadi's case,
whose freshly made garam masala and jeeguro elevate the khichuri from good to extraordinary. These
aren't ingredients you can buy; they're crafted with care and shared as gifts of love.

Ingredient 4: Prothom Pot

By 9am, the first pot is underwayaethe one destined forbhog made with extra care and less spice for
children. This pot carries the weight of tradition, connecting us to generations of Bengali families making
similar preparations all around the world.

Ingredient 5: JomecheCommunity

Three more pots follow in sequence. With Abhijit da, Jayanta and Sujay joining in, the kitchen becomes a
hub of activity, stories, and shared joy. Conversations flow as freely as the steam from our cooking, and |
realize we're preparing not just a meal, but a celebration of who we are together.

As | stir the final pot of khichuri, made extra spicy with the brave kitchen team in mind, | recognize this
dish is incomplete without its perfect accompanimentsecrispy hot begunj crunchy papad, comforting
labra, tangy chutney, and sweeimishti doi agjust as our celebration needs every member, tradition and
shared moments to create the complete experience.

The secret to our khichuri isn't written in any cookbook. It lives in the early morning adda, the shared
laughter, the willing hands, and the fellowship that makes every DurgBujofeel like home, no matter how
far we are from our desh So, while the recipe is now public, there's only one place to truly experience this
recipe in all its glory. Come join us at our Durg#®ujocelebrationg because that's where you'll find all the
necessary ingredients gathered in perfect harmony for the authentic WCBA KhichuBhogexperience.

Written By Rahul Mitra



Durga Puja - My Way

Akash Bhattacharjee

To be honest, at first, | didn't really care much about festivals like Durga Puja. | mean, |
knew it was important to my parents, but to me, it just felt like something grown-ups
did. Wear Indian clothes, sit through long prayers, eat some food. That was it.

But as | got older, | started to see it differently.

Lately, whenever | am going to Durga Puja at WCBA where we have been going every
year, | feel like it is not forced. | actually want to go. | am seeing how much effort
everyone is putting in. People are decorating the space , making food organizing
dances. And | realized that it didn't feel like just a “cultural thing! It felt peaceful. |
understood

It reminded me of my grandparents in India, how my grandmother used to tell me
stories about Ma Durga. It made me feel connected. Even though | live in a different
country now, this part of me hasn't gone away.

But | also think this has to come naturally. You can’t force someone to feel it. I've seen
kids being pushed to perform on stage, or sit through long pujas when they clearly
don’t want to. That's not the point. Festivals like Durga Puja should be about joy, peace,
and meaning, not pressure .

For me, Durga Puja has become a moment to pause, to remember where | come from,
and to just be part of something that brings people together. | may not understand
every prayer or follow every ritual, but | feel something—and that's enough.l enjoy being
with my friends , hanging out , doing fun stuff.

Because in the end, real connection to your culture isn't something you're told to have.
You can't force connection . It's something you grow into. when you're ready, and when
your heart is open, it will find you .

And when it happens, it stays with you, no matter where in the world you are.




Artist: Saniya Mitra




Soumili Dey

Artist
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Artist: Riyanshi Sengupta



